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and sexual morality of the Hispanic folk, we should, meanwhile, keep
in mind that they were affected by conditions of physical environ-
ment, geographic situation, and historical development that were
particularly disturbing to Christian morality: the constant state of
war, causing in the peninsula a flux and .reflux of populations; the
alternating hegemonies; the extreme social mobility; the economic
instability; the cosmopolitan contacts by the maritime route; and the
fact of living alongside polygamous Mohammedans. Add to these cir-
cumstances a certain disparity in the matter of clothing and practices
of domestic hygiene between the demands or norms of Christian
sexual morality in northern Europe and the African climate of Por-
tugal and a large part of Spain. All these influences could not but con-
cur in exciting a sexual hunger in Spanish and Portuguese adolescents
at an earlier age than in the north.

As for the Brazilian, so fond of women from his infancy, there
were influences of a social nature that acted upon him with greater
force and that ran counter to continence, asceticism, and monogamy.
With us the tropical climate could not but contribute to the sexual
superexcitation of children and adolescents, leading at times to a
morbid anticipation of the sexual and conjugal functions. This in-
fluence, however, was not so powerful as the purely social ones. I shall
endeavor to show, in the following chapter, how tremendous a force
these latter were.

Montesquieu and more recently Treitschke 183 have attributed to
the tropical climate the existence of sensuality, polygamy, and slavery
among us, the sensuality being due to the fact that young girls appear
to become women at an earlier age in the tropics than in cold or
temperate climates, while slavery itself, in Treitschke's opinion, is
"the complement of the harem," and, consequently, of a precocious
sensualism.

This question whether a tropical climate exerts a direct influence
upon the sexual life is not one to be answered offhand. There are
those who would substitute for it the question of race, or of class and
social environment. That the sexual organs of those who have just
come to such a climate are superexcited, with menstruation in women
being hastened, would appear to be beyond a doubt.184 That such ex-
citation continues in individuals who have become acclimatized is
open to question. As to the earlier occurrence of menstruation in the
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